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I. Welcome 

 
1. Call to order / Roll Call at 3:00 P.M., November 20, 2023, in the Multi-Purpose Building at 

Desert Star Community School 

Jason Vargo – Present  

Pat Jansen – Present 

Kim Koistinen – Present 

Kris Mattson – Present  

Yvan Rochon – Present 

 

Guests: Cheryl LeBlanc – Present 

             Dru Smith-Crain – Present  

  Jennifer Young – Present 

  Dan Brown – Present 

  

2.  Approval of Agenda:   

MOTION: Kim moved to approve the agenda as noted 

SECOND: Yvan 

VOTE: Unanimous 

 

3. Meeting Opening: Jason pulled and read the Wisdom virtues card. 

 

II. Call to the Public 
Jason asked if any members of the public wished to speak.  Jennifer thanked Jason for his years of service 

and leadership. 

 

Board Business  
Board Election Results 

Cheryl stated that Kim has been successfully re-elected to the board.  She also shared that Kris is 

returning to the Board as the faculty-appointed representative.   Cheryl introduced Dan Brown as a guest, 

and she distributed his resume to the Board.  Dan summarized his background and his interest in 

supporting education. 

 

Board Appointments: 

MOTION: Kim moved to approve Pat as President of the Board 

 SECOND: Yvan 

VOTE: Pat expressed interest in the position and abstained from voting.  The vote was 

otherwise unanimous 

 

MOTION: Pat moved to approve Kris as Vice-President of the Board 

 SECOND: Kim 

VOTE: Kris expressed interest in the position and abstained from voting.  The vote was 

otherwise unanimous 
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MOTION: Pat moved to approve Kim as Secretary of the Board 

 SECOND: Kris 

VOTE: Kim expressed interest in the position but asked that Cheryl help her taking notes 

during the meetings.  Cheryl agreed.  Kim abstained from voting.  Vote was 

otherwise unanimous 

 

MOTION: Kim moved to approve Yvan as Treasurer of the Board 

 SECOND: Pat 

VOTE: Yvan expressed interest in the position and abstained from voting.  The vote was 

otherwise unanimous 

 

Administration 
Hiring 

No hiring requests were presented.  Kim asked if she should renew the employment ad in Waldorf Today.  

All agreed that she should wait to post again until February. 

 

General Update 

Cheryl shared that DSCS is now an “A” school.  Very little publicity was given to this significant 

accomplishment.  The school Thanksgiving performance will be November 22, at 8:30 a.m. Kris will host 

the Holiday Party at her home again this year on December 8, at 5:00 p.m. – more information to follow. 

Dru mentioned that the Lantern walk was very successful.  The Polar Express will be held on December 

1.  Cheryl mentioned that the screen and speakers are not yet installed.  Jason agreed to help with this. 

 

Finance Report 
Bank Balance 

Yvan reported that the school has $576,936 total across all accounts as of October 31, 2023. 

 

Finance Committee Update / USDA Update 

Budgeted versus actual financial reports were reviewed.  The budget assumed 171 students, but current 

enrollment is 163.  Much of the meeting was spent reviewing the state of the USDA project.  Jennifer 

stated that the Gross Max Price (GMP) still has not been provided and a decision on the interim loan 

financing has not been made.  An update and discussion with the Board at the December 12 meeting will 

hopefully clarify some of the issues and help move toward a go-no go decision on the project. 

 

Audited Financial Statements  

These were not distributed to the Board prior to the meeting but have been submitted.  These will be 

distributed and a motion to approve will be made at the December 12 meeting. 

 

Other Items  
Current Events 

Kris reminded the Board of upcoming Arizona Gives day.  She has started uploading the information, but 

it is not required to be completed until January.  A suggestion was made to investigate using radio ads to 

improve the visibility of the school.  Facebook also needs to be updated.   The suggestion was made to re-

focus our efforts on the previous proposal for the development committee.  The new Board priorities will 

be discussed at our next meeting. 

 

 



Desert Star Community School                                        Board Meeting Minutes  

1240 Recycler Road                                                           November 20, 2023, at 3:00 p.m.  

Cornville, AZ 86325 

 

 3 

 

 

 

Next Board meeting: Please note the next Board meeting has been rescheduled to Tuesday, December 

12, 3:00 p.m. in the Multi-Purpose Building at DSCS. 

 

Motion to adjourn meeting by Kim, seconded by Yvan. Unanimous at 4:10 p.m.  
Submitted by Kim Koistinen, Secretary  


