Eighth Grade Curriculum Overview

Developmental Profile of an Eighth Grade Child*

At 14, the pupils are "into" adolescence: bodily and psychological changes
are well under way, so that in general, the young person seems more robust
and the tenderness of the previous two years has lessened somewhat.
Growth in height and sexual development are clearly established, with the
onset of voice change in boys and the establishing of the menstrual cycle in
girls. At this age, the world of ideas begins to take on meaning for the young
adolescent and the critical faculties of the 14 year old are noticeably sharper
and parts of the accepted framework—particular rules for example—are
subject to questioning scrutiny. Counter balancing this critical tendency is the
emergence of reasoning or a "reasonable" side in the child.

Educational Experience

A Waldorf eighth grader experiences a gradual but significant shift from the
presentation of a subject solely from the teacher to the class, to the mutual
consideration of a subject by teacher and class together. A sense of
community develops, in which speaking becomes more thoughtful, listening
more attentive. The result is a greater sense of self. The students expand
their sense of place in the world. More importantly, they leave with compelling
questions that will continue to fuel their love of learning in the years ahead.

* The Educational Tasks and Content of the Steiner Waldorf Curriculum, Edited by Martyn
Rawson and Tobias Ritcher



